
HYACINTH SOLUTION – ROASTING / SMOLDERS 

 

The filled grid is as shown, with 16 two-word phrases in alphabetical order: 

 

 
 

Clue answers are as follows (first letters of each spell FEEBLISH ACROSTICAL MESSAGE). Note that in 

some cases, a clue word must be changed to the name of a flower for the clue to make sense. The flower 

name is always the same length as the replaced word, and one or two letters in each are the same as in the 

original word. 

 

A. FLOTSAM 

B. EVAPORATED  FOUNDRIES --> CARNATION N / I 

C. EGRESS 

D. BUTTERSCOTCH  RAZORBACK --> HOLLYHOCK C / K 

 E. LIBERATION  LOWLY --> LOTUS   L / O 

F. IMMODEST 

G. SHRINKING  VORTEX --> VIOLET   V / E 

H. HORRORS 

I. AREOLAR   LIPS --> IRIS    S 

J. CHLORIDE 

K. RIFFRAFF 

L. OUTRIGGERS 

M. SUSAN ORLEAN  TECHNO --> ORCHID  C / H 

N. TITTLETATTLE 

O. IMPEACHED 

P. CRYOSURGERY 

Q. ABSURD 

R. LOYALLY 

S. MUSHNIK   NARRATOR --> GARDENIA  A / R 

T. EERO SAARINEN  HELIX --> TULIP   L / I 

U. STRINGERS 



V. SYMMETRY 

W. ASCENDED  LATE --> ROSE   E 

X. GERRYMANDER 

Y. EGGSHELLS 

 

Matching letters spell the clue NICK LOVES CHARLIE. This is a reference to the central romance in the TV 

series "Heartstopper". Each of the first two seasons consists of eight episodes with one-word titles. Each of the 

titles is part of one of the two-word phrases in the grid. The other word in each case is 8 letters long. For each 

season, order the paired words appropriately and read the diagonal to get the answer words ROASTING and 

SMOLDERS. 

 

Season One 

 

Meet  R A N D O M L Y 

Crush  T O G E T H E R 

Kiss  S H A N G H A I 

Secret  M E S S A G E S 

Friend  T R U S T I N G 

Girls  S O R O R I T Y 

Bully  A R R O G A N T 

Boyfriend L I F E L O N G 

 

Season Two 

 

Out  S T R E S S E D 

Family  A M E R I C A N 

Promise I R O N C L A D 

Challenge M A R L B O R O 

Heat  R E S I D U A L 

Truth/Dare S T R A T E G Y 

Sorry  E V E R M O R E 

Perfect  D A R K N E S S 

 


